
 

For our readers’ convenience, the full text of the Oklahoma Hydration and 
Nutrition for Incompetent Patients Act and the Oklahoma Advance Directive 
Act, as amended by the Oklahoma Legislature, 2006, is provided below. 

The following are the most recently amended statutes, which became 
effective May 17, 2006.  

Among the important changes are: 

(1)  a revised Advance Directive Form which allows for unlimited refusal of 
medical treatment by a qualified patient, and 

(2) expanded authority to allow an appointed health care proxy to make 
medical decisions for a patient determined to be unable to make decisions 
regarding medical treatment. 

 

Hydration and Nutrition for Incompetent Patients Act as 
Amended 2006 

 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3080.1 - Short Title 
 

Sections 1 through 5 of this act shall be known and may be cited as the "Hydration and Nutrition 
for Incompetent Patients Act". 

 Title 63 O.S. Section 3080.2 - Definitions 
 
As used in the Hydration and Nutrition for Incompetent Patients Act: 

1. "Attending physician" means the physician who has primary responsibility for the overall 
medical treatment and care of a patient; 

2. "Final stage" means the last stage of a terminal illness or injury in which, even with the use of 
medical treatment, the person with the terminal illness or injury is in the dying process and will die 
within a reasonably short period of time; 

3. "Health care provider" means a person who is licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized by 
the law of this state to administer health care in the ordinary course of business or practice of a 
profession; 

4. "Incompetent patient" means any person who: 



a. is a minor, or 

b. has been declared legally incompetent to make decisions affecting medical 
treatment or care, or 

c. in the reasonable judgment of the attending physician, is unable to make 
decisions affecting medical treatment or other health care services; 

5. "Nutrition" means sustenance administered by way of the gastrointestinal tract; 

6. "Physician" means a physician or surgeon licensed by the State Board of Medical Examiners 
or State Board of Osteopathy; and 

7. "Terminal illness or injury" means an incurable and irreversible medical condition that, even 
with the use of medical treatment, will result in the death of a person from that condition or a 
complication arising from that condition. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3080.3 Presumption for Artificially Administered Hydration and 
Nutrition 

It shall be presumed that every incompetent patient has directed his health care providers to 
provide him with hydration and nutrition to a degree that is sufficient to sustain life. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3080.4 Inapplicability of Presumption 

A. The presumption pursuant to Section 3080.3 of this title shall not apply if:  

1. The attending physician of the incompetent patient knows that the patient, when competent, 
decided on the basis of information sufficient to constitute informed consent that artificially 
administered hydration or artificially administered nutrition should be withheld or withdrawn from 
him;  

2. A court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the patient, when competent, decided on 
the basis of information sufficient to constitute informed consent that artificially administered 
hydration or artificially administered nutrition should be withheld or withdrawn from him;  

3. An advance directive has been executed pursuant to the Oklahoma Natural Death Act 
specifically authorizing the withholding or withdrawal of nutrition and/or hydration;  

4. An advance directive has been executed pursuant to the Oklahoma Rights of the Terminally Ill 
or Persistently Unconscious Act specifically authorizing the withholding or withdrawal of nutrition 
and/or hydration;  

5. An advance directive for health care has been executed pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance 
Directive Act specifically authorizing the withholding or withdrawal of nutrition and/or hydration;  

6. In the reasonable medical judgment of the incompetent patient's attending physician and a 
second consulting physician, artificially administered hydration or artificially administered nutrition 
will itself cause severe, intractable, and long-lasting pain to the incompetent patient or such 
nutrition or hydration is not medically possible; or  



7. In the reasonable medical judgment of the incompetent patient's attending physician and a 
second consulting physician: 

a. the incompetent patient is chronically and irreversibly incompetent,  

b. the incompetent patient is in the final stage of a terminal illness or injury, and  

c. the death of the incompetent patient is imminent.  

B. No advance directive shall be deemed to satisfy the provisions of subsection A of this section 
unless the advance directive complies with the requirements of Section 3101.4 or Section 
3101.14 of this title. 

C. Hydration or nutrition may not be withheld or withdrawn pursuant to paragraph 7 of subsection 
A of this section if this would result in death from dehydration or starvation rather than from the 
underlying terminal illness or injury. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3080.5 - Withdrawal of Medical Treatment, Care, Nutrition or Hydration 
from Incompetent Patients. 
 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person and no health care facility shall be 
required to participate in or provide facilities for medical treatment or care of an incompetent 
patient who is to die as the result of dehydration or starvation. 

B. The law of this state shall not be construed to permit withdrawal or withholding of medical 
treatment, care, nutrition or hydration from an incompetent patient because of the mental 
disability or mental status of that patient. 

C. No guardian, public or private agency, court, or any other person shall have the authority to 
make a decision on behalf of an incompetent patient to withhold or withdraw hydration or nutrition 
from said patient except in the circumstances and under the conditions specifically provided for in 
Section 3080.4 of this title. 

 

Oklahoma Advance Directive Act as Amended, 2006

63 O.S. Section 3101.1 Title of Act 

Sections 3101.1 through 3101.16 of this title shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma 
Advance Directive Act".  

63 O.S. Section 3101.2  Purpose 

The purpose of the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act is to:  

1. Recognize the right of individuals to control some aspects of their own medical care and 
treatment, including but not limited to the right to decline medical treatment or to direct that it be 
withdrawn, even if death ensues;  



2. Recognize that the right of individuals to control some aspects of their own medical treatment 
is protected by the Constitution of the United States and overrides any obligation the physician 
and other health care providers may have to render care or to preserve life and health;  

3. Recognize that decisions concerning one's medical treatment involve highly sensitive, personal 
issues that do not belong in court, even if the individual is incapacitated, so long as a proxy 
decision-maker can make the necessary decisions based on the known intentions, personal 
views, or best interests of the individual. If evidence of the individual's wishes is sufficient, those 
wishes should control; if there is not sufficient evidence of the individual's wishes, the proxy's 
decisions should be based on the proxy's reasonable judgment about the individual's values and 
what the individual's wishes would be based upon those values. The proper role of the court is to 
settle disputes and to act as the proxy decision-maker of last resort when no other proxy is 
authorized by the individual or is otherwise authorized by law;  

4. Restate and clarify the law to ensure that the individual's advance directive for health care will 
continue to be honored during incapacity without court involvement; and  

5. Encourage and support health care instructions by the individual in advance of incapacity and 
the delegation of decision-making powers to a health care proxy.  

B. To be sure that the individual's health care instructions and proxy decision-making will be 
effective, the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act also includes necessary and appropriate 
protection for proxies and health care providers who rely in good faith on the instructions of the 
individual and the decisions of an authorized proxy.  

C. The Oklahoma Advance Directive Act does not condone, authorize, or approve mercy killing, 
assisted suicide, or euthanasia. 

63 O.S. Section 3101.3 Definitions 

As used in the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act:  

1. "Advance directive for health care" means any writing executed in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 3101.4 of this title and may include a living will, the appointment of a 
health care proxy, or both such living will and appointment of a proxy;  

2. "Attending physician" means the physician who has primary responsibility for the treatment and 
care of the patient;  

3. "Declarant" means any individual who has issued an advance directive according to the 
procedure provided for in Section 3101.4 of this title; 

4. "End-stage condition" means a condition caused by injury, disease, or illness, which results in 
severe and permanent deterioration indicated by incompetency and complete physical 
dependency for which, to a reasonable degree of medical certainty, treatment of the irreversible 
condition would be medically ineffective;  

5. "Health care provider" means a person who is licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized by 
the law of this state to administer health care in the ordinary course of business or practice of a 
profession;  

6. "Health care proxy" is an individual eighteen (18) years old or older appointed by the declarant 
as attorney-in-fact to make health care decisions including, but not limited to, the provision, 



withholding, or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment if a qualified patient, in the opinion of the 
attending physician and another physician, is persistently unconscious, incompetent, or otherwise 
mentally or physically incapable of communication; 

7. "Persistently unconscious" means an irreversible condition, as determined by the attending 
physician and another physician, in which thought and awareness of self and environment are 
absent;  

8. "Person" means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, 
association, joint venture, government, governmental subdivision or agency, or any other legal or 
commercial entity;  

9. "Physician" means an individual licensed to practice medicine in this state;  

10. "Qualified patient" means a patient eighteen (18) years of age or older who has executed an 
advance directive and who has been determined to be incapable of making an informed decision 
regarding health care, including the provision, withholding, or withdrawal of life-sustaining 
treatment, by the attending physician and another physician who have examined the patient;  

11. "State" means a state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and  

12. "Terminal condition" means an incurable and irreversible condition that, even with the 
administration of life-sustaining treatment, will, in the opinion of the attending physician and 
another physician, result in death within six (6) months.  

63 O.S. Section 3101.4 Advance Directive Form and Procedures 

 A. An individual of sound mind and eighteen (18) years of age or older may execute at any time 
an advance directive for health care governing the provision, withholding, or withdrawal of life-
sustaining treatment. The advance directive shall be signed by the declarant and witnessed by 
two individuals who are eighteen (18) years of age or older who are not legatees, devisees, or 
heirs at law.  

B. An advance directive that is not in the form set forth in subsection C of this section and that is 
executed in Oklahoma shall not be deemed to authorize the withholding or withdrawal of 
artificially administered nutrition and/or hydration unless it specifically authorizes the withholding 
or withdrawal of artificially administered nutrition and/or hydration in the declarant’s own words or 
by a separate section, separate paragraph, or other separate subdivision that deals only with 
nutrition and/or hydration and which section, paragraph, or other subdivision is separately 
initialed, separately signed, or otherwise separately marked by the declarant.  

C. An advance directive may be in substantially the following form:  

Advance Directive for Health Care  

If I am incapable of making an informed decision regarding my health care, I direct my health care 
providers to follow my instructions below.  

I. Living Will 

If my attending physician and another physician determine that I am no longer able to make 
decisions regarding my medical treatment, I direct my attending physician and other health care 



providers, pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act, to follow my instructions as set forth 
below: 

(1) If I have a terminal condition, that is, an incurable and irreversible condition that even with the 
administration of life-sustaining treatment will, in the opinion of the attending physician and 
another physician, result in death within six (6) months: 

  _____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, except that if I 
am unable to take food and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered  
nutrition and hydration.  

Initial only  
one option 

_____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, including  
artificially administered nutrition and hydration. 

  _____ I direct that I be given life-sustaining treatment and, if I am unable to take food 
and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered nutrition and hydration. 

_____ See my more specific instructions in paragraph (4) below.  
(Initial if applicable) 

(2) If I am persistently unconscious, that is, I have an irreversible condition, as determined by the 
attending physician and another physician, in which thought and awareness of self and 
environment are absent: 

  _____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, except that if I 
am unable to take food and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered 
nutrition and hydration.  

Initial only  
one option 

_____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, including  
artificially administered nutrition and hydration. 

  _____ I direct that I be given life-sustaining treatment and, if I am unable to take food 
and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered nutrition and hydration.  

_____ See my more specific instructions in paragraph (4) below.  
(Initial if applicable) 

(3) If I have an end-stage condition, that is, a condition caused by injury, disease, or illness, which 
results in severe and permanent deterioration indicated by incompetency and complete physical 
dependency for which treatment of the irreversible condition would be medically ineffective: 

  _____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, except that if I 
am unable to take food and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered  
nutrition and hydration.  

Initial only  
one option 

_____ I direct that my life not be extended by life-sustaining treatment, including  
artificially administered nutrition and hydration. 

  _____ I direct that I be given life-sustaining treatment and, if I am unable to take food 
and water by mouth, I wish to receive artificially administered nutrition and hydration. 

_____ See my more specific instructions in paragraph (4) below. 
(Initial if applicable) 



(4) OTHER. Here you may: 

(a) describe other conditions in which you would want life-sustaining treatment or artificially 
administered nutrition and hydration provided, withheld, or withdrawn, 

(b) give more specific instructions about your wishes concerning life-sustaining treatment or 
artificially administered nutrition and hydration if you have a terminal condition, are persistently 
unconscious, or have an end-stage condition, or 

(c) do both of these: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______ 
Initial 

II. My Appointment of My Health Care Proxy 

If my attending physician and another physician determine that I am no longer able to make 
decisions regarding my medical treatment, I direct my attending physician and other health care 
providers pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act to follow the instructions of 
_______________, whom I appoint as my health care proxy. If my health care proxy is unable or 
unwilling to serve, I appoint ______________ as my alternate health care proxy with the same 
authority. My health care proxy is authorized to make whatever medical treatment decisions I 
could make if I were able, except that decisions regarding life-sustaining treatment and artificially 
administered nutrition and hydration can be made by my health care proxy or alternate health 
care proxy only as I have indicated in the foregoing sections. 

If I fail to designate a health care proxy in this section, I am deliberately declining to designate a 
health care proxy. 

III. Anatomical Gifts 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, I direct that at the time of my death 
my entire body or designated body organs or body parts be donated for purposes of:  

(Initial all that apply) 

_____ transplantation 

_____ therapy 



_____ advancement of medical science, research, or education 

_____ advancement of dental science, research, or education 

Death means either irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions or irreversible 
cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the brain stem. If I initial the "yes" line 
below, I specifically donate: 

_____ My entire body       

  or       

_____ The following body organs or parts:  

 _____ lungs _____ liver 

  _____ pancreas _____ heart 

  _____ kidneys _____ brain 

  _____ skin _____ bones/marrow 

  _____ blood/fluids _____ tissue 

  _____ arteries _____ eyes/cornea/lens 

IV. General Provisions 

a. I understand that I must be eighteen (18) years of age or older to execute this form. 

b. I understand that my witnesses must be eighteen (18) years of age or older and shall not be 
related to me and shall not inherit from me. 

c. I understand that if I have been diagnosed as pregnant and that diagnosis is known to my 
attending physician, I will be provided with life-sustaining treatment and artificially administered 
hydration and nutrition unless I have, in my own words, specifically authorized that during a 
course of pregnancy, life-sustaining treatment and/or artificially administered hydration and/or 
nutrition shall be withheld or withdrawn. 

d. In the absence of my ability to give directions regarding the use of life-sustaining procedures, it 
is my intention that this advance directive shall be honored by my family and physicians as the 
final expression of my legal right to choose or refuse medical or surgical treatment including, but 
not limited to, the administration of life-sustaining procedures, and I accept the consequences of 
such choice or refusal. 

e. This advance directive shall be in effect until it is revoked. 

f. I understand that I may revoke this advance directive at any time. 

g. I understand and agree that if I have any prior directives, and if I sign this advance directive, 
my prior directives are revoked. 



h. I understand the full importance of this advance directive and I am emotionally and mentally 
competent to make this advance directive. 

i. I understand that my physician(s) shall make all decisions based upon his or her best judgment 
applying with ordinary care and diligence the knowledge and skill that is possessed and used by 
members of the physician’s profession in good standing engaged in the same field of practice at 
that time, measured by national standards. 

Signed this _____ day of __________, 20 _____. 

___________________________________ 
(Signature) 
___________________________________ 
City of 
___________________________________ 
County, Oklahoma 
___________________________________ 
Date of birth 
_______________________________________ 
(Optional for identification purposes) 

This advance directive was signed in my presence. 

___________________________________ 
Witness 
___________________________, Oklahoma 
Residence 
___________________________________ 
Witness 
___________________________, Oklahoma 
Residence 

D. A physician or other health care provider who is furnished the original or a photocopy of the 
advance directive shall make it a part of the declarant's medical record and, if unwilling to comply 
with the advance directive, promptly so advise the declarant. 

E. In the case of a qualified patient, the patient's health care proxy, in consultation with the 
attending physician, shall have the authority to make treatment decisions for the patient including 
the provision, withholding, or withdrawal of life-sustaining procedures if so indicated in the 
patient's advance directive. 

F. A person executing an advance directive appointing a health care proxy who may not have an 
attending physician for reasons based on established religious beliefs or tenets may designate an 
individual other than the designated health care proxy, in lieu of an attending physician and other 
physician, to determine the lack of decisional capacity of the person. Such designation shall be 
specified and included as part of the advance directive executed pursuant to the provisions of this 
section. 

63 O.S. Section 3101.5 When Advance Directive Becomes Operative 

A. An advance directive becomes operative when:  

1. It is communicated to the attending physician; and 



2. The declarant is no longer able to make decisions regarding administration of life-sustaining 
treatment. When the advance directive becomes operative, the attending physician and other 
health care providers shall act in accordance with its provisions or comply with the provisions of 
Section 9 of this act. 

B. In the event more than one valid advance directive has been executed and not revoked, the 
last advance directive so executed shall be construed to be the last wishes of the declarant and 
shall become operative pursuant to subsection A of this section.  

63 O.S. Section 3101.6 When Advance Directive Becomes Operative 

A. An advance directive may be revoked in whole or in part at any time and in any manner by the 
declarant, without regard to the declarant's mental or physical condition. A revocation is effective 
upon communication to the attending physician or other health care provider by the declarant or a 
witness to the revocation.  

B. The attending physician or other health care provider shall make the revocation a part of the 
declarant's medical record.  

63 O.S. Section 3101.7 Qualified Patient-Determination-Record 

The determination of the attending physician and another physician that the patient is a qualified 
patient shall become a part of the patient's medical record.  

63 O.S. Section 3101.8  Right to Make Life-Sustaining Treatment Decisions - Alleviation of 
Pain - Pregnant Patient 

 
A. A patient may make decisions regarding life-sustaining treatment as long as the patient is able 
to do so. 

B. Even if life-sustaining treatment or artificial administration of nutrition and hydration are 
withheld or withdrawn, the patient shall be provided with medication or other medical treatment to 
alleviate pain and will be provided with oral consumption of food and water. 

C. If a qualified patient has been diagnosed as pregnant and that diagnosis is known to the 
attending physician, the pregnant patient shall be provided with life-sustaining treatment and 
artificially administered hydration and nutrition, unless the patient has specifically authorized, in 
her own words, that during a course of pregnancy, life-sustaining treatment and/or artificially 
administered hydration and/or nutrition shall be withheld or withdrawn. If it is not known if the 
patient is pregnant, the said physician shall, where appropriate considering age and other 
relevant factors, determine whether or not the patient is pregnant. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.9 - Duty of Health Care Provider Who is Unwilling to Comply with 
Act 
 

An attending physician or other health care provider who is unwilling to comply with the 
Oklahoma Advance Directive Act shall as promptly as practicable take all reasonable steps to 
arrange care of the declarant by another physician or health care provider when the declarant 
becomes a qualified patient. Once a patient has established a physician-patient relationship with 
a physician or a provider-patient relationship with another health care provider, if the physician or 
other health care provider refuses to comply with a medical treatment decision made by or on 



behalf of the patient pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act, or with a medical treatment 
decision made by such a patient who has decision-making capacity, and if the refusal would in 
reasonable medical judgment be likely to result in the death of the patient, then the physician or 
other health care provider must comply with the medical treatment decision pending the 
completion of the transfer of the patient to a physician or health care provider willing to comply 
with the decision. Nothing in this section shall require the provision of treatment if the physician or 
other health care provider is physically or legally unable to provide or is physically or legally 
unable to provide without thereby denying the same treatment to another patient. Nothing in this 
section may be construed to alter any legal obligation or lack of legal obligation of a physician or 
other health care provider to provide medical treatment, nutrition, or hydration to a patient who 
refuses or is unable to pay for them. 

Title 63 O. S. Section 3101.10 - Nonliability - Health Care Provider, Health Care Proxy, and 
Others  
 
A. In the absence of knowledge of the revocation of an advance directive, a person is not 
subject to civil or criminal liability or discipline for unprofessional conduct for carrying 
out the advance directive pursuant to the requirements of the Oklahoma Advance 
Directive Act. 

B. A physician or other health care provider, whose actions under the Oklahoma Advance 
Directive Act are in accord with reasonable medical standards, is not subject to criminal or civil 
liability or discipline for unprofessional conduct with respect to those actions; provided, that this 
subsection may not be construed to authorize a violation of Section 3101.9 of this title. In making 
decisions and determinations pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act the physician 
shall use his or her best judgment applying with ordinary care and diligence the knowledge and 
skill that is possessed and used by members of the physician’s profession in good standing 
engaged in the same field of practice at that time, measured by national standards. 

C. An individual designated as a health care proxy, pursuant to Section 3101.4 of this title, to 
make health care decisions for a declarant and whose decisions regarding the declarant are 
made in good faith pursuant to the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act, is not subject to criminal or 
civil liability, or discipline for unprofessional conduct with respect to those decisions.  

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.11 - Sanctions and Penalties for Certain Acts 
 

A. A physician or other health care provider who willfully fails to arrange the care of a patient in 
accordance with Section 3101.9 of this title shall be guilty of unprofessional conduct. 

B. A physician who willfully fails to record the determination of the patient's condition in 
accordance with Section 3101.7 of this title shall be guilty of unprofessional conduct. 

C. Any person who willfully conceals, cancels, defaces, alters, or obliterates the advance directive 
of another without the declarant's consent, or who falsifies or forges a revocation of the advance 
directive of another shall be, upon conviction, guilty of a felony. 

D. A person who in any way falsifies or forges the advance directive of another, or who willfully 
conceals or withholds personal knowledge of a revocation as provided in Section 3101.6 of this 
title shall be, upon conviction, guilty of a felony. 

E. A person who requires or prohibits the execution of an advance directive as a condition for 
being insured for, or receiving, health care services shall be, upon conviction, guilty of a felony. 



F. A person who coerces or fraudulently induces another to execute an advance directive or 
revocation shall be, upon conviction, guilty of a felony. 

G. The sanctions provided in this section do not displace any sanction applicable under other law. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.12 - Interpretation and Effect of Act 
 

A. Death resulting from the withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment in accordance 
with the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act shall not constitute, for any purpose, a suicide or 
homicide. 

B. The making of an advance directive pursuant to Section 3101.4 of this title shall not affect in 
any manner the sale, procurement, or issuance of any policy of life insurance or annuity, nor shall 
it affect, impair, or modify the terms of an existing policy of life insurance or annuity. A policy of 
life insurance or annuity shall not be legally impaired or invalidated in any manner by the 
withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment from an insured qualified patient, regardless 
of any term of the policy or annuity to the contrary. 

C. A person shall not prohibit or require the execution of an advance directive as a condition for 
being insured for, or receiving, health care services. 

D. The Oklahoma Advance Directive Act creates no presumption concerning the intention of an 
individual who has revoked or has not executed an advance directive with respect to the use, 
withholding, or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. 

E. The Oklahoma Advance Directive Act shall not affect the right of a patient to make decisions 
regarding use of life-sustaining treatment, so long as the patient is able to do so, or impair or 
supersede any right or responsibility that a person has to effect the withholding or withdrawal of 
medical care; provided, that this subsection may not be construed to authorize a violation of 
Section 3101.9 of this title. 

F. The Oklahoma Advance Directive Act shall not be construed to condone, authorize, or approve 
mercy killing, assisted suicide, or euthanasia. 

G. Failure to designate a health care proxy in accordance with Section 3101.4 of this title shall not 
be interpreted to invalidate the authority of a health care proxy to make life-sustaining treatment 
decisions if otherwise authorized by law. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.13 - Presumption - Compliance With Act - Validity of Directive 
 

In the absence of knowledge to the contrary, a physician or other health care provider may 
presume that an advance directive complies with the Oklahoma Advance Directive Act and is 
valid.  

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.14 - Validity of Document Executed in Another State 
 

Execution of an advance directive by an individual, which provides for the provision, withholding, 
or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment for that individual or for the appointment of another to 
give directions to provide, withhold, or withdraw life-sustaining treatment, executed in another 
state in compliance with the law of that state or of this state is valid for purposes of the Oklahoma 



Advance Directive Act to the extent the advance directive does not exceed authorizations allowed 
under the laws of this state; provided, that no such advance directive shall be deemed to 
authorize the withholding or withdrawal of artificially administered nutrition and/or hydration 
unless it specifically authorizes such withholding or withdrawal of artificially administered nutrition 
and/or hydration, and either the advance directive: 

1. Was executed by a person who was not a resident of Oklahoma at the time of execution; or 

2. Specifically authorizes the withholding or withdrawal of artificially administered nutrition and/or 
hydration in the declarant’s own words or by a separate section, separate paragraph, or other 
separate subdivision that deals only with nutrition and/or hydration and which section, paragraph, 
or other subdivision is separately initialed, separately signed, or otherwise separately marked by 
the person executing the advance directive. 

Title 63 O.S. Section 3101.15 - Directives Executed Under Prior Acts 
 

A. Any directive to a physician executed pursuant to the former Oklahoma Natural Death Act, 63 
O.S. 1991, Section 3101 et seq., which was executed prior to September 1, 1992, shall be 
enforceable according to its terms until revoked and shall have the same force and effect as if 
made pursuant to this act. Such directive shall be binding on the attending physician whether or 
not the person who executed the directive was in a terminal condition at the time of execution 
unless there is evidence that the person executing the directive intended that it should be binding 
only if executed or re-executed after the person became afflicted with a terminal condition as 
defined by the former Oklahoma Natural Death Act.  

B. Any advance directive executed prior to the enactment of any amendment to the Oklahoma 
Advance Directive Act which substantially complied with the law in effect at the time of the 
execution of the directive shall be enforceable according to its terms until revoked and shall have 
the same force and effect as if made pursuant to this act, as amended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


